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I  hav3  the  honour  to  submit  the  imancl  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitar:/  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  1948. 


I  "'dsh  to  pay  tribute  to  the  mcjnory  of  Dr.  J.E.  Dickson,  M.B,, 

B.S  (Lond)  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Hea.lth  until  his  dea.th  in  December 
1948,  He  beca.me  ill  in  September  1947 j  but  resumed  duties  in  June  1948. 
He  was  however  still  very  ill  and  awa.inst  his  will  had  to  cease  work  once 
more  in  Au^inst  1348.  He  became  gradually  worse  and  died  in  December  1948 
His  death  at  an  ear]-y  awe  was  a  severe  blow,  and  the  Council  an?.  comm\mity 
lost  a  conscientious  and  able  officer,  a  gentleman  whose  Idndly  ipridance 
and  advice  was  ever  available  to  those  who  sought  it. 

I  should  like  to  express  thanks  to  Mr.  B.H.  Deamer,  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  and  his  st.aff,  and  also  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Stockdale 
and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Hea.lth  Department,  for  the  help  they  have 
given  me  in  preparing  this  report. 


I  have  the  honoui'  to  be. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  O’NEILL 


Council  Offices 

FELIYN  GARDEN  CITY  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Herts. 


1.  Statistics 


Rateable  value  at  December  31st,  1948,  £153,929 

Inhabited  houses  fis  at  December  1948.  4,783 


The  population  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  ^'ras  18,050. 
Statistics  have  been  calculated  with  this  figure. 


.Male 


Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  53 

Number  of  live  births.  Legitimate.  192 

Illegitimate.  19 

Number  of  still  births. Legitime. te  2 

Illegitimate 

Number  of  deaths  of  Legitimate  7 

infants  under  one  year .Illegitimate 


Female  Total 


67  120 

160  352 

8  27 


4 


6 


o 


9 
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1948. 

1947. 

1946. 

1945. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

20.99 

22.07 

24.18 

19.87 

Still 

birth  rate  per  1,000  lave  &  still  births 

15.58 

14.28 

16,09 

23.25 

Crude 

death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

6.64 

7.46 

6 . 44 

7.10 

Death 

r.'^te  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

23.74 

19.32 

28.03 

49.42 

Death 

rate  of  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births. 

25.66 

20.06 

30.76 

47.92 

Death 

rate  of  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

64.51 

Death  rate  for  all  infants  under  one  year  for  Englrond  and  Wales  is  S4. 

Of  the  9  infant  deaths  1  ■"'■as  duw  to  prematurity  .and  4  to  congenital 
defe<Jts  and  -"ere  not  therefr^re  preventable. 


2.  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  of 

Diphtheria  1 
Scarlet  Fever  10 
Y^hooping  Cough  169 


infectious  disease  were 

Measles  258 
Tuberculosis  52 
Pneumonia  3 


notified  during  the  pee"  '• 

Erysipelas  2 
Poliomyelitis  1 
Puerperal  p^^’rexia  2 


During  the  year  75  visits  were  m.ado  concerning  the  occurrence  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 


3.  Dinhtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  period  1st  January  -  5th  July  1946,  89  children  under  five 
years  of  age  and  24  children  over  five  years  of  age  were  Imm.unisoJ. 125  chilirvon 
received  a  reinforcing  injection  during  this  period. 

4.  Tuberculosis 


On  the  register  at  31st  December  1947. 
Removals  from  register  during  the  year. 
Added  to  register  during  the  year. 

Cases  on  register  at  31st  December  1948. 

Yotal  number  of  cases 


during 

the  year. 

W 

Pulm. 

:,le 

Non/Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Female 

Non/Pulm 

83 

29 

55 

13 

11 

1 

5 

- 

17 

4 

81 

50 

67 

17 

195 
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5.  Scabies . 

During  the  period  1st  January  -  5th  July  1948,  14  treatments  were  given 
4  to  children,  7  to  Fomen,  and  3  to  men. 


6.  Sonitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


(i)  Water  (Public  Supply). 

Thirty  samples  from  the  public  supply  were  obtained  during  the  ye.ar. 

(a)  Bacter iolo.^ical  Examinations . 

A-fter  chlorination  Before  chlorination 

Satisfactory  Un  s  a t i s f ac  t ory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

7  -  15  7 

(b)  Chemical  Examinations 


After  chlorination 
Satisfactory  Un  s  a t i s  f ac  t ory 


Before  chlorination 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


2 


1 


The  figures  sho^^  that  seven  ansatisfantory  samples  yore  obtained  during 
the  year,  The  great  majority  of  the  supply  is  chlorina-ted  before  it  is 
distributed  to  consumers.  It  xill  be  noted,  that  no  chlorinated  samples  were 
unsatisfactory. 


The  samples  described  as  unsatisfactory  vierc  only  slightly  so.  They 
showed  slight  bacterial  impurity  since  ■  coliform  organisms  were  present  in 
small  numbers.  In  the  absence  of  bacteria  of  excreinental  type  the 
bacteriologist  considered  there  was  no  evidence  of  dangerous  contamination. 


Unsatisfactory  Samnles; 

No.l  Bore  -  Four  unsatisfactory  samples. 


The  rising  main  to  this  bore  was  fractured  and  replaced.  It  was 
arranged  that  the  water  from  this  bore  was  periodically  pumped  to  wp.ste  ^until 
satisfactory  samples  were  obtained. 

No. 2  Bore  -  Two  unsatisfactory  samples 

This  bore  was  shut  down  consequent  on  unsatisfactory  samples  from  the 
Autumn  of  1947  until  early  1948.  No  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from 
this  bore  after  February  1948. 

No. 5  Bore  -  One  unsatisfactory  sample 

The  electric  pump  to  this  bore  broke  dorn. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dTellin^-houses  end  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  meins?  ore  es  follo’/sj- 

Number  of  dwelling  Number  of 

houses  population. 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  4770  18,018 

(b)  ^7  me.ons  of  stand-pipes  11  27 

(ii)  Milk 

During  the  year  lOo  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Hee.lth  Laboratory  Service  for  examination. 


Total  samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Desir^nated  Milk 

69 

58 

11 

Undesiwnated  Milk 

36 

36 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  ?/ere  followed  up.  Delay  between  the  perr^'.od 
of  production  and  retailing and  the  handling  of  the  milk  unfavourably 
influence  the  results  of  the  tests  to  which  milk  is  subjected.  All  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  of  milk  which  had  not  been  heat-trea.tec' ,  and  woi'g 
being  retailed  l:y  dairymen  who  had  not  themselves  produced  the  milk  which  was 
sampled . 

(iii)  General 

During  the  year  1245  inspections  were  made.  57  informal  notices  and 
2  statutory  notices  were  served  and  complied  with  during  the  year. 

(iv)  Factories  Act.  1957, 

89  factories  with  mechanical  power,  and  3  without  mechanical  power  care 
registered.  During  tlie  year  88  inspections  were  made,  Z  cases  of  default 
were  found,  these  comprised,  defective  sanitary  conveniouces,  insulficlent 
lighting  to  sanitary  conveniences,  and  insufficient  sanitaiy  convenient es. 

One  case  of  insufficient  conveniences  was  outstanding  from  the  previous  i^ear. 
The  firm  concerned  ?»ent  into  liquidation  and  the  premises  concerned  have  not 
been  re-opi^ned. 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modern  construction,  A  wide  range  of 
articles  are  made  or  assembled  providing  opportunity  for  a  considerable 
va.riety  of  employment.  The  prescribed  X'articulars  required  by  the  factories 
act  are  as  follows 


(a)  INSPECTIONS. 
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Number  on  r'ritten  Occupiers 

Premises  reiT{ister  Insnections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities.  3  5  -  -  • 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
to  T^hich  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 

Enforcement)  Order,  .1938.  Nil  -  -  _ 

(b)  Others  89  86  3  - 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(Excluding  out-workers 

premises)  Nil  _  -  . 


TOTAL:  92  88 


(b)  CASES  IN  MICH  DEFECTS  iTOE  FOUND. 


! 

f  Number  of  cases  in  which 

i  defects  v^ere  found. 

Number  of  cases 
:  in  which 
prosecutions 
v/ere  instituted. 

Found 

' 

Remedied 

Referned 

To  HM  By  HM. 

Insnector . Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  insufficient  1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  2 

1  -  - 

2-1 

TOTAL  ; 


3 


3 


1 


♦-tH 


Six  out^’Vorkers  are  lQ.iD7;n  to  be  eraployed  in  the  district,  four  are 

"t'h-  makinr;  of  woarin.^  apparel,  one  in  making  toys,  and  one  in 
making  cardboord  The  work  is  carried  on  in  sa-oisfactory  premises. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


7 .  Meat  jand,  other  o;i s 


lore  are  no  sla  ..ahtor  houses  in  the  district.  During  the  year 
95  inspections  of  food  /premi:  <-:-s  wore  made.  These  included  Canteens,  Fnod  shop 
and  Food  manufacturers .  .1  total  of  2,403  pounds  of  food  and  627  gallons  of 

ton'.abo  puree  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 


8 ,  F o od  Pois oning . 


There  vrere  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


o 


o  -I 


Thera  is  still 
end  Ol  the  year  there 
louses,  compared  with 

This  reduction 
firm  appliCcations  for 


a  serious  shortage  of  houses  in  this  tovn.  A.t  the 
were  122^-  T:er>sons  registered  as  applicants  for  Council 
1913  registered  at  December  1947. 

is  apparently  due  to  a  complete  re-registration  of  all 
C  01,'ji  oil  Rous  e  s . 


